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Simple Gifts was written by the 
Shaker Elder Joseph Brackett 
in 1848. The tune was used in 
John Williams’s composition 
Air and Simple Gifts for the 
Inauguration of  Barack Obama 
on January 20, 2009. It was 
played by cellist Yo-Yo Ma, 
violinist Itzhak Perlman, 
clarinetist Anthony McGill, 
and pianist Gabriela Montero.
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